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between opponents, and the appeal to their ignoble qualities
and notorious weaknesses have thus far unfailingly helped
National Socialism to success, incidentally destroying the basis
of a general sense of morality which was weak enough to
begin with.
The system owes its internal strength to the general voluntary
co-operation in the work of the secret police, the general
acceptance of denunciation as a patriotic duty. But the com-
pletely amoral regime of National Socialism steadily ignores
the fact that this resort to the worst of human motives,
to the extreme of brutality and violence, to hatred, ven-
geance, envy, ill-will, to licentiousness, to robbery, to lying
on principle, its resort to all these motives and methods has set
in motion a ruin of the national character on a scale hitherto
unimaginable, which must inevitably recoil in the end on the
ruling elite themselves. The elite are clearly untroubled by the
dangers of this whole course, because in spite of their bombastic
declamations about the thousand years of their "Third Reich'*
they have a very strong subconscious sense that their furious,
hysterical onward drive has not a very long course ahead of it.
In any case, the greatest statesmanship could not set up a
"revolutionary new order of this world" on a nihilistic moral
foundation of this sort.
The Reichstag fire, organized for political purposes by
party members on the instructions of German Ministers, is a
thoroughly illuminating example of the method universally
adopted by the party. It is the party's special device, unfail-
ingly successful. Grimes are arranged and attributed to
opponents. The people are kept in a state of fear, utterly
intimidated. At the same time they are stirred up into a
blaze of indignation, given the sense that they have been saved
from destruction, and made to feel thankful to a strong regime
that gives them security. Hundreds of times this plan is carried
out on varying scales. National Socialism is always ready to